BY ERICA M. NELSON
Energy bar wrappers, empty
.glue sticks, worn' out pens and
used cell phones never go into the
1 garbage cans at Noble Elementary
~ School; where' students ‘and- par-
ents working together diverted

- $1,400 for the school’s new. play-
ground at the same time.

* to put into place schoolwide col-
. orful trashcans featuring Capri
" Sun pouches, Nabisco wrappers

cyclmg as opposed to tossing
“ jrems into the trash.
- TerraCycle’s purpose is to
ellmlnate the idea of waste by
~ creating ‘national recycling sys-
" tems for previously non-recy-
[ clable items, With more than 14
" million people collecting waste
_in 11 countries together it has
| diverted Dbillions of pieces of
-+ waste that are either upcyc!cd or
J c':y(_:i_ed into over 1,500, various
adu cts _avallable at " retailers
ing from Walmart to Whole
“Foods Market, ==

- The results 6f the TerfaCycle

ot getting, i

- intoa solar ustainable encr
. gy valley. The goal now is to scale
- that up to the rest of the distric
'-‘-'_-_m the state” G
' Asembiymember Nora Campos,
: _D -San. Jose, highlighted the
amount of money the district
. will be saving in order to give its
" students a better education.
i "*Teachers continue to spend
' hours ‘and _hours - beyond the

our students,” she said. “And
with tl'us project teachers will ;

~more_than 78,000 items - from.
going into the landfill and raised -

- and tape dispensers to train the
~ entire student body around terra-

oble came in quicka :
s noticed approxi-
ar.cly two big garbage cans'each
' lled at -
i '3the:focal ia.ndﬁ]l

e Silicon Valley'

+ “classroom. to brmg education to.

78, 000 totai pieces

' 32,486 drink pouches

® 13,105 bags (or home storage

contamers)

9,583 energy bar wrappers
® 3,813 candy wrappers

. 32,587 plastic lunch kits*

'_'_832 Colgate toothpastc tubes:
.ot brushes ™
-~ M455 writing mstzuments (pcns) :

W 583 yogurt cups.

Through a program. called “Qur students have really got—

TerraCycle, Noble staff decided ‘ten into the philosophy of ‘saving
the planet one piece of garbage ata

: 'ume,” said Manju | Ramachandran,

201112 Noble . Parent Teacher
Association president, “The school

“has accomplished' so much, and

students and parents alike becime
very creative at increasing our
TerraCycle results. We could not
have succeeded so quickly without
parents Telma Rangel and Season
Barrientos, who run the program
tirelessly.”

Tom Szaky, then a- 20-year—
old Princeton University fresh-

-man, founded TerraCycle in

2001. It began by.producing
orgamc fertilizer, packagmg lig-

“uid worm “excrement in tsed
“soda’

‘bottles, .. Since ' then
TerraCycle has grown tnito one of
the fastest growmg green compa-

I-mes in'the world. . .
““Noble” Eiementa.ry Schools
‘efforts to keep. non-recyclable:
products and packaging out" of.

faritastic,”

1ant the seecl to create more
nnovators, and leaders here in
ilicon Valiey” P

~ Kelsey Chan, a ieade:shxp stu-

s dent at Pxf:dmérlt Hills, said she
‘and her classmates: thave been

striving to do anything and every-
thing to make the school sustain--
able, noting a campus rec,ycimg
program the student body initiat-
ed last year that is still in effect.
“We now have first-hand access
to leam about energy use and solar
power,” she said. “When T first
came to Piedmont Hills, I never
thought wed have solar panels

| Noble Elementary diverts more than
78,000 p|eces of trash from landfill

students are concerned enough
about their community and the
environment to take the time cach
day to collect, sort and send us
what would normally be garbage.”
Noble won TerraCycle’s con-
test for sending in the greatest
number of cheese packaging

© wrappers in May among all pub-

fic schools in the United States.

" Noble Elementary School was
recognized by the City of San
Jose for their work.

‘T would like to take this

. opportunity to commend Noble

School Elementary for their efforts
to-protect the earth and reduce
the amountof waste going into
our landfills,” said Councilman
Kansen Chu. “Noble Elementary
is a shining example of environ-
mental stewardship, demonstrae-
ing outstanding Jeadership in rais-
ing environmental.:consclousness
in the City of San’ ]Dse o

The school will start the pro-
gram again in August.

“We do this whether or not
we earn money for our school,
we are still saving the carth and

teaching our children great val-. L

ues, and to be green every day;”
said Telma Rangel, one of two-
parents who runs the program at

~ Noble.

For moté" information or to
get involved. w;th TerraCycle,' o
visit TerraCyclc net; SR

: * Xk

Evica M. Nelsort is a Nab[e
Elementary School parent volun-
teer and ﬁ-eelance writer.

here. Now every't:me I walk into
our parking lot I feel very proud.”

Teresa Mayer, chief financial
officer . for Chevron Energy
Solutions, said the company was
proud to partner with the district
on the program to generate sav-
ings and create a new curriculum
in schools.

“It’s important for the next
generation of leaders to learn not
only how soiar works, but how it
saves energy,” she said, “Thanks
to the team at East Side and
Chevron, were working together
to make this program a reality.”



